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Town vote on Clarence A. Crook:, Republican 71 
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Total 218 


Clarence A. Crooks 


'Tis the time of New Year to be jolly 
with fond wishes for a prosperous and 
happy season from the Bellingham 
Historical Commissions 

REPUBLICAN candidate for Representative of the Tenth Norfolk district, grad 
A uated with honors from both Dean Academy and ‘Tufts College. After teaching for 

six or seven years, he has since been engaged in farming on his native place, and 
in the wood and lumber business. Has served the town of Bellingham for a period of 
about 1o years, in the offices of Auditor, Tax Col'ector, School Committee and Select- 
man. Also served on the Republican town committee for about 15 years, much of the 
time as Secretary and Treasurer. Is interested in Grange work, having served as secre- 


Pictures tary, overseer, chaplain and master of Border Grange. 
% % & : . Ae - 
Has been for several years a contributing member of the Mass. Civic Alliance, an 
Information organization whose purpose it is to keep bad laws off our statute books and to effect the 
passage of good laws. 
Courtesy 
Also takes a deep interest in temperance, contributing annually to the Massachusetts 
Se Anti-Saloon I In fact, he believes that the t siyneactresuat 
Crooks nti-Saloon League. In fact, he believes that the temperance question is one of the most 
Menowski important issues of this campaign, in view of the growing interest in the question, espec- 


ially the National Prohibition Amendment. He believes that the Tenth district especially 
should be represented by a man whose stand on this qtcstion is positively known, both 
by hisexample and his record, to favor temperance, beyond tl~ -* xdow of a doubt. 


Bellingham is divided into three sections. The South. where the undersigned resides, 
has not sent a representative since Nathan Cook served i 1882, and as the Center and 
North have each had a turn since then, the South claims at it is its turn now. 


If interested in the election of a man of the caliber described above, your vote is 
solicited at the primary in your town Sept. 25, 1917. 


Yours respectfully, 


CLARENCE A. CROOKS. 
Bellingham, Sept. 15, 1917. 


The Graduating Class from 
Tufts College. 

Arrow indicates Mr. Crooks 
Note the sideburns and a 


moustache in vogue then. 


Mr. Crook's appeal shown 
on the front page rewarded 
him with the opportunity 
to serve as a Representa- 
tive in the General Court 
for the year of 1918. 


He was born Oct.2h, 1867. 
He died July 14, 1929 
His life was cut short 
at less than 62 years 
old. He suffered from 

a heart condition. 


He received a Masters degree in Greek/Latin from Tufts College and went on to teach 
school in Goffstown, N. H. and later in Francis town, N.H.. In 1891 he was in the 
Quechee Grade School of Goffstown, N. H. Was a Principal in a Keene, N.H. school. 

He was a member of the New England Club of Delta Upsilon in 1908. He remained a 
bachelor all of his life. His brother Willie did not marry until very late in life. 
Two other brothers married and left the homestead. They were lumber dealers and also 
handled ice from their pond nearby. A sister, Flora, married and lived a short dist- 
ance down on South Maple Street on the Franklin side. 

Clarence was a Prohibitionist and a devout church attendant. He was a Deacon in the 
Congregational church in Franklin and later in South Franklin. He had a Democrat 
carriage seating five people and drove twice to church services on Sunday. He owned 
a former race horse called "Charlie Horse” that took him wherever he wanted to go. 
Because of his physical condition he confined his farming activities to light work 
around hens, eggs, corn and apples. He had a large library in his home as he was very 
studious as well as industrious; a trait that had been of his forebears. 

He was a member of the Grange, Masons and other associations and was a generous donor 


to many charities. 43 
He served the Town as a police officer in 1899 Tabulation of Votes 
Was on the School Committe 1902-1911. Clarcno@ia lartoll ete 
Selectman in 1908 and Tax Collector 1902-190k. stented Ate Whitten Wt ate 
He was Public Weigher 1898to 1920 with the Belling Kelling. of 
exception of four years. ham ham Franklin Blanks Totals 
Vie : 56 12 oft ri 
George R. Ellis of Foxboro succeeded him as fet ate pa 3 as + ae 
Representative the following years. ranting 338 318 2 BR 696 
Town Clerk’s Meeting Foxboro 304 100 — 65 469 
Plainville |e 39 - 23 184 
Totals 953 650 2 149 1754 
On Friday at noon the 16th day of November A. 1),, Witness our hands at Franklin this l6th day of No- 
1917, the clerks of the towns of Wrentham, Bellingham, vember, 1917 
Franklin, Foxboro and Plainville constituting the 10th : : 
Norfolk Representative District, met at the Town Office David F. Stone, Town Clerk of Wrentham. 
in Franklin, and exainined and compared trauscripts of Perey C. Burr, Town Clerk of Bellingham. 
the records of the votes cast on the 6th day of November, Michael J. fraiis Town Clerk of Franklin. 
1917, in said tojrns for Representative in the General George R. Elilis, Tach Clerk of Foxboro. 
Court for the said 10th District, and did ascertain — that Theodore K. A. Fuller, Town Clerk of Plainville. 


Clarence A. Crooks was duly elected, and issued certifi- 
cates of his election, one of which was sent to the Secre- 
tary of the Connnonwealth and one was delivered to a : 
constable of Bellingham to be served on said Clarenee A. Attest: PERCY C. BURR, 


(Crooks. Town Clerk. 


A true record. 


Clarence A. Crooks. A speech delivered in Congress. Date unknown. 
Protection and the Wage Earner 


"The pivot upon which the question of protection and tariff reform turns, is the 
question of wages. If it can be shown that protection improves the condition of the 
wage earner, it is most assuredly a system to be upheld. On the other hand satisf- 
actory evidence, that it exerts an influence in the reduction of wages, is sufficient 
warrant for its condemnation, since the condition of the wage earner is a reliable 
test of the material prosperity of a nation. 

One of the most obvious effects of the protective system is the enhanced price of 
commodities or the decreased purchasing power of wages. If foreign goods pay a tax 
of 45%, this must increase the cost to the consumer. The cost is increased, moreover, 
not only of foreign goods, but of similar goods produced at home. Even the former, 
from which the revenue needed for the administration of the government, is obtained, 
throws a heavy burden upon the consumer of necessaries of life; but it is slight in 
comparison with the increased cost of similar domestic goods which affords no revenue. 
Indeed the very object of protection is to increase the price of foreign commodities 
that they can be manufactured at home, where circumstances are less favorable, with- 
out loss to the manufacturer. 

In 1886 the revenue obtained from imports amounted, in round numbers, to two 
hundred and twenty-five millions while the cost of domestic goods, over and above the. 
probable cost, had there been no protective duty, was in the neighborhood of a 
billion dollars or between and 5 times as much as was paid into the national 
treasury. This result is founded on the supposition that domestic manufacturers 
availed themselves of but 20% of the 5% average, which the law allowed them for that 
year. And such a supposition would seem to be sufficiently liberal, in the face of 
the predictions of depression and ruin. Which those engaged in protected industries 
say will follow even a slight reduction of the tariff. As a very large majority of 
the people are wage earners it is chiefly upon them that this burden falls. It is 
not necessary to illustrate at greater length the principle that protective duties 
-enhance the price of commodities, or in other words, decrease the purchasing power 
of wages, for it is the very foundation upon which the system rests and without which 
it would be purposeless and negatory. 

But if the system is founded on justice it should compensate the wage earner for 
the decreased purchasing power of his wages. Does it give this compensation ? 

An answer can best be given, by considering the influence of protection upon prod- 
uction. Labor saving machinery is one of the most important factors in modern prod- 
uction and any interference with its introduction is likewise an interference with 
the highest interests of labor. The discouraging influence, which protective duties 
exert upon the introduction of machinery, is principally caused by the duty on the so- 
called raw material, for instance, iron, steel, lumber, coal, all of which are used 
either in the construction of machinery or in furnishing the requisite motive power, 

Demand for a commodity decreases as the price increases. Is it not highly pro- 
bable, therefore, that by reason of a high tax on the raw material, the development 
of machinery and facilities of transportation and communication has been restricted 
in no slight degree ? An instructive illustration of the impeding influence of 
protection is found in the process of iron smelting. Previous to 181, the charcoal 
method of smelting was in general use in this country, although in Great Britain 
this process was being replaced by the cheaper anthracite method. After the tariff 
reduction in 'il the anthracite method was more frequently employed but in 2 
duties were again raised and a return to the charcoal method followed. But during 
the low tariff period from ')6-'60, the anthracite process began again to be employed 
more and more, almost to the exclusion of the former costly method. 

But protection not only decreases the demand for raw material, thereby obstruct- 
ing or impeding the introduction of machinery, but also decreases the demand for all 
protected commodities. For instance, in Great Britain in 1886, when sugar was not 
taxed, the number of pounds consumed per capita was 75, but in 187h,, when taxed, only 
56 | Furthermore, less demand for commodities is followed by less demand for labor 
to produce these commodities and consequently the wage earner receives less remuner- 
ation. But a practical test of the question of wages is to be found in New South 
Wales and Victoria, free trade and protectionist countries respectively. Both 
countries were settled at about the same time, and at present have about the same 
population, although at first Victoria grew faster on account of her much richer 
gold mines. In the free trade country for the 10 years previous to 1883, commerce 
increased 85%, while in the protectionist country, it increased only 23%. The 
population of the former increased 53%, that of the latter only 18%. 


3 continued on page 8 


BELLINGHAM G 


1 Robert Alfred Cote A Richard Alfred Genereux 
2 Albert Joseph Benoit 1 Stanley Dean 
A Roger Joseph Drapeau 15 

Michael George Berardi 16 Therese Mary Drapeau 
5 David Lawrence Tuttle, Jr. 17 Rolan Eugene Jodoin 
6 Jay Sidney Brown 18 Normand Joseph Casvant 
‘i Richard Nelson Robertson 19 Norman Genereux 
8 Walter Joseph Nadolny 20 Edgar Joseph Beaulieu 
9 James Joseph Janiszeski 21 Joseph John Bilodeau 
10 Byron Allen Pickering 22 Charles Allen Sanford 
11 Lucine Joseph LeClaire 2 Gerard Lucien Daigle 
12 Gaetan Vekeman, Jr. ? ai Donald Raymond Thayer 


h Photo courtesy Luvia Cook 
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OOL CLASS of 1943 


a a a Be bis | 


Gordon Henry Ferris 37 Sophie Olga Shatay 
Elmo Leo Bossi 38 Helen Jeanne Currivan 
Harland Roger Cook 9 Mary Eunice Foley 
Norman Romeo Plante 0 
June Hope Gaskill 1 Claire Frances Foley 
Hortense Louise Beauregard 42 Eileen Barbara Buckley 
Marilyn Nancy Cowen 43 Ruth Caroline Peterson 
Pauline Margaret Rossetti ite Marie Jeannette DuBois 
Irene Catherine Wilde 4S Claire Marie Paulhus 
Leo Rolant Berthiaume "Tnidentified: 

Patricia A. Hunter (35?) 
Frances Elizabeth Kinnear Stella Ester Terban (15?) 


Identified by Gerard Daigle “ermaine Mary Rose Auilette (0?) 
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Clarence Crooks Protection and the Wage Earner -2- 


The amount of capital and labor employed in manufacturing industries and also 
the rate of wages are practically the same in both countries. 

But how can it be claimed that protection increases wages, when the acknowledged 
reason why it was desired was "because wages were high". Is protection , by increas- 
ing wages, overcoming the obstacle of wages already too high ? Protection has not 
fulfilled its purpose unless it has counteracted or neutralized the effect of high 
wages, by decreasing their purchasing power, and those who uphold the protective 
system should be the first to denounce it, if it has accomplished the reverse of what 
was intended . It may still be asked whether the producer, by receiving more for his 
products, is not enabled to pay higher wages. The protected commodities cannot be 
produced at home so economically as abroad, and the capitalist therefore, may receive 
only the normal amout of profit since the increased price may only compensate for the 
unfavorable circumstances of production. There are instances, however, such as the 
steel industry and copper mining, in which exceedingly high profits,-which would 
enable the employer to pay higher wages,-are realized. But have we any evidence that 
those engaged in these industries receive more remuneration ? It is seldom indeed 
that the employer increases the wages of his employees, simply because he is making 
large profits. Or, to take the case of woolen goods, wool as well as labor is a 
factor which enters into production. 

What would the domestic wool growers say if told that, because of the higher 
price paid for the finished goods, they would receive more for their wool, even though 
there were no duty on the imported raw material ? They would reply that it was 
absurd to suppose, that more would be paid for their wool, when it could be imported 
at less cost; and that nothing short of a protective duty would give satisfaction. 
But the wage earner is not protected. Vast waves of immigration sweep over this 
country, which at present seem to rise higher and faster and when the pauper laborer 
of Europe, of whom we hear so much now-a-days, is once here what is to prevent him 
from underbidding the domestic eage earner ? Manifestly nothing. What difference 
does it make so far as the wage earner is concerned, whether a certain amount of 
comnodities is manufactured abroad and sent here, or foreign labor comes to this 
country and produces that amount ? No doubt this is a benefit to the manufacturer 
whose products are already protected. 

It is imp-ssible for protection to give compensation, by a rise in wages, for 
the increr.sed cost of commodities and to the extent, it fails to do so, it throws a 
burden upon the wageearner. 

Is it not time, therefore, that this land of Liberty began to emancipate itself 
from the fetters of restrictive policy, by which those engaged in unprotected indus- 
tries are cor :elled to assist in supporting less productive industries, and which 
while it does not in general give greater profits than are realized in unprotected 
industries, does oppress the wage earner who is least able to bear oppression." 


How prophetic were these profound deliberations in thought and foresight when 
today we have faced the loss to wage earners in the shoe and clothing industry. 
This man from the South of town in Bellingham gave you another look into your heritage 
and left a mark, unheeded, by our own government that places shame where it belongs 
as traitors ride rough shod over our basic ideals and hopes. Would that more could 
think and act in the interest of America first and only and less of goons giving 
away the fruits of our labors. 


WHAT in 
the world 
IS THIS2 


Butter churn? Automatic Power 
Mixer? No, none of these things. 
This was a 1931 version of televi- 
sion. Actually it was called the Weil- 
ler Mirror Wheel as Dr. Karolus 
used in television experiment. 


